
California Voter Opinion: Constitutional Convention 

Summary of Statewide Poll conducted for Repair California

EMC Research, Inc.

Alex Evans

Ruth Bernstein

436 14th Street, Suite 820436 14th Street, Suite 820

Oakland, CA  94612

(510) 844‐0680

EMC 09‐4148

September 2009



Methodology

As with any opinion research the• Telephone survey As with any opinion research, the 
release of selected figures from this 

report without the analysis that 
explains their meaning would be 

damaging to EMC.  Therefore, EMC 
reserves the right to correct any

p y

• September 8‐13, 2009

• Random sample of 1,000 voters 
reserves the right to correct any 
misleading release of this data in 

any medium through the release of 
correct data or analysis.

statewide

• Overall margin of error ± 3.1%

Please note that due to rounding, 
percentages may not add up to exactlypercentages may not add up to exactly 

100%
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California voters continue to be extremely pessimistic.

Do you think things in California are generally going in the right direction, or do you feel that things are 
pretty seriously off on the wrong track?

77%80%
72%

Right Direction Wrong Track

46%

72%

46%46%48%51%
57%

35%
42%

38%
32%

46%

32%

46%46%

39%

14%12%
17%

32%32%
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A majority of voters believe state government is broken and 
fundamental reforms are needed.

6. Which of the following statements most closely matches your opinion

40%

We already have the power needed to 
change state government with term limits 
and the ability to vote out current 
politicians.  We don’t need to change 
government they just need to do theirgovernment, they just need to do their 
jobs better.

O i b k 53%Our state government is broken. We 
need fundamental reforms and 
structural change that would put the 
people back in charge of their 

8%

government.

Neither/Both/Don’t Know
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Voters have little trust in anyone but themselves.

1‐3, Low Trust 4‐7 & Don't Know, Medium Trust 8‐10, High Trust

For each of the following please tell me how much you trust their ability to make the right decisions for the future of California?

5%

9%

11%

42%

59%

59%

53%

31%

30%

Yourself

California Voters

Citizens of California 11%

17%

26%

59%

60%

60%

30%

23%

14%

Citizens of California

Non‐profits like PTA or League of 
Women Voters 

Howard Jarvis Taxpayers Assoc

35%

25%

51%

64%

13%

12%

The Governor

Local elected officials

37%

48%

54%

45%

8%

7%

State Legislature

Labor unions, biz orgs, other interest 
groups
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44% 50% 6%Media orgs like newspapers



A majority of California voters indicate at least soft support for the 
Citizens’ Constitutional Convention Act (Prop 1).  

16% Definitely NoIf the election were held today

4%

14%

y

Probably No

Undecided, Lean No

If the election were held today, 
would you vote yes to approve or 
no to reject a measure that reads:

The Citizens’ Constitutional

34% 
Total No

6%

9%

4%
Don't Know

Undecided, Lean Yes

The Citizens  Constitutional 
Convention Act.   Shall the 
California Constitution be 
amended to give the citizens

27%

Probably Yes

Definitely Yes

amended to give the citizens 
of California the right, with a 
majority vote of the people, 
to call for a constitutional 

24%

convention for the purpose 
of revising the Constitution 
of the State?

57% 
Total Yes
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Nearly two‐thirds of California voters support the Call for a 
Constitutional Convention (Prop 2).

14% Definitely NoIf the election were held today would

%
2%

12%

y

Probably No

Undecided, Lean No

If the election were held today, would 
you vote yes to approve or no to reject a 
measure that reads:

The Call for a Citizens’

28% 
Total No

5%

9%
Don't Know

Undecided, Lean Yes

The Call for a Citizens  
Constitutional Convention. Shall 
the State of California hold a limited 
Constitutional Convention for the 

34%
Probably Yes

Definitely Yes

purpose of revising the Constitution 
of the State?  Delegates to a 
convention shall reflect a 
representative cross section of the 64%

25%

representative cross section of the 
people of the state. Reforms 
recommended by the convention 
must be approved by majority of 

l f

64% 
Total Yes
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Support for a convention exists throughout the state.

Prop 1 ‐ Yes Prop 2 ‐ Yes

60% 60%

69%
64%64% 62% 60% 60%

71% 72%

58%
55% 53%

60% 60%60% 60%

53%

LA/O S Di SF B A S t F S t E k
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LA/Orange San Diego SF Bay Area Sacramento Fresno Santa 
Barbara/SLO

Eureka



Support is high among each age group, and with high 
propensity voters.

Prop 1 ‐ Yes Prop 2 ‐ Yes

61%
57% 56%

61%

54% 56%

66%

60% 62% 63% 63% 62%

18‐34 35‐54 55+ . Low Propensity 
Voters

Medium 
Propensity

High Propensity 
Voters
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Voters

Voters



Voters strongly support requiring final voter approval of 
constitutional reforms.

Strongly Support Somewhat Support (Don't know) Somewhat Oppose Strongly Oppose

62% 25% 3%5% 6%
14. Requiring that reforms 

recommended by convention be 
approved by voters

34% 37% 7% 11% 12%
13. Having 400 delegates that reflect 
representative cross‐section of state

11. Limiting convention to elections, 
28%

37%

37%

24%

9%

10%

15%

18%

11%

11%

budget, gov't mgmnt, relation 
between state/local gov't

15. Banning current state elected 
ffi i l f i d l t 37%

37%

24%

16%

10%

6%

18%

17%

11%

25%

officials from serving as delegates

12. Barring convention from proposing 
any type of tax increase
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A majority of voters support election and scientific sampling 
methods for delegate selection.g

Strongly Support Somewhat Support (Don't know) Somewhat Oppose Strongly Oppose

33% 39% 8% 10% 10%
16. Having delegates elected by 

voters on a regional basis

17. Having delegates chosen 
from a group of leading experts

SAMPLE A ONLY (n=334)

15% 31% 9% 20% 26%
from a group of leading experts 
and appointed by governing 

body
SAMPLE B ONLY (n=333)

20% 40% 12% 9% 19%
18. Having delegates chosen 
using scientific sampling

SAMPLE C ONLY (n=333)
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Support for both measures increases after voters learn 
about potential components of a convention.

15% 13%
Definitely No23%26%

4%
2%5%
6%1%
1%10% 9%

y

Probably No

Undecided, Lean No

23% 
Total No

26% 
Total No

35% 38%

Don't Know

Undecided, Lean Yes

Probably Yes

Definitely Yes
72% 
Total Yes

70% 
Total Yes

31% 32%
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Prop 1 Prop 2



Limiting the influence of special interests is a high priority of 
government reform for many voters.g y

1‐3, Low Priority 4, Don't Know 5‐6 7 ‐ Highest Priority

If you were a delegate to the constitutional convention, how high a priority would each of these items be to you? 

9% 11% 29% 51%
28. Reforming legislature to limit 
influence of special interests

1 3, Low Priority 4, Don t Know 5 6 7  Highest Priority

13%

15%

8%

11%

37%

35%

43%

43%

24. Instituting a spending cap on state 
budget

29. Reforming state agencies to 
eliminate inefficiencies

16% 9% 37% 38%

eliminate inefficiencies

34. Making it easier for local voters to 
raise revenues for schools and cities

7%

17%

10%

14%

39%

34%

34%

34%

31. Reforming spending requirements 
in the state budget

30. Reforming campaign finance laws 
and regulations
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Addressing social issues and changing Prop 13 are low priorities 
for many voters.y

1 3 Low Priority 4 Don't Know 5 6 7 Highest Priority

If you were a delegate to the constitutional convention, how high a priority would each of these items be to you? Please use a scale from 1 to 
7 where one is not at all a priority and 7 is a very high priority.

26% 10% 32% 32%
22. Reforming 2/3rds vote 

requirement for state budget

32 Reforming social issues like gay

1‐3, Low Priority 4, Don t Know 5‐6 7 ‐ Highest Priority

41%

29%

10%

19%

23%

30%

26%

24%

32. Reforming social issues like gay 
marriage and abortion

26. Reforming legislative term limits

22%

24%

19%

26%

39%

33%

21%

18%

25. Taking power/$ from Sac and 
giving to local gov'ts

27. Reforming initiative and referenda 
processes

29%

39%

19%

32%

36%

15%

16%

14%

p

23. Changing CA to 2‐yr budget

33. Changing Prop 13
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39% 32% 15% 14%g g p



Supportive arguments that declare the system is broken and we must trust 
ourselves to fix it resonate with many voters.

Strongly Agree with Supporters Somewhat Agree with Supporters Don't Know
Somewhat Agree with Opponents Strongly Agree with Opponents

46% 25% 5% 14% 10%
40. OPP: Subject too big/complicated, subject to 

tampering; SUP: We have to do the hard work to fix 
state, time to trust ourselves

44% 27% 6% 13% 11%
39. OPP: Teachers, firefighters opposed because 

puts off tough decisions; SUP: CA future depends on 
reform, cannot continue to use Band‐Aids

43% 27% 5% 14% 12%
37. OPP: We just need to elect better leaders; SUP: 
Leaders are only symptom of larger problem, need 

to create new environment

41% 29% 5% 12% 14%
35. OPP: Cost tens of millions, foolish waste of 

money; SUP: Fixing would save money, need to give 
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people chance to make change



After opposing and supporting arguments, support for a 
convention remains high.  

16% 14%
Definitely No24%26%

2% 2%4% 5%1% 1%
9% 9%

y

Probably No

Undecided, Lean No

24% 
Total No

26% 
Total No

36% 37%

Don't Know

Undecided, Lean Yes

Probably Yes

Definitely Yes
71% 
Total Yes

70% 
Total Yes

32% 32%

California Statewide Voter Survey 
EMC Research  09-4148 Page 16

Prop 1 Prop 2



Conclusions

Voters are extremely pessimistic and distrustful of almost everyone.  
The state budget crisis is still at the forefront of many voters’ mindsThe state budget crisis is still at the forefront of many voters  minds.

Right now, voters trust themselves and not others to make decisions 
for the future of the state. 

A majority of California voters support both the Convention Act and 
the Call for a Convention. Support for each measure increases as 
voters learn more about the details.

A majority of voters believes state government is broken and 
fundamental reforms are needed.  Fixing the budget and limiting the 
influence of special interests are key priorities.  
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